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Over the last several years, I have watched many changes in the Aikido world as many of
my contemporaries have passed away. These sad losses have given me the opportunity to
think a lot about planning for the future of the USAF and I would like to take this
opportunity to inform you of my vision. I am still healthy and active, and I think now is
the best time to express my ideas about setting things in place for our future.

The USAF is my family. I want to make sure that our family remains strong. In two
years I will be celebrating my 50-year anniversary of teaching Aikido in America and
running New York Aikikai. As President of the USAF, I feel that my anniversary will be
a good time for me to relax from some of the day-to-to duties while I am still healthy and
able to enjoy a more flexible schedule. In order to allow for a smooth transition, at my
request and with the support of the Technical Committee and the Board of Directors,
Skip Chapman has been named President-Elect. During the next two years, I will work
closely with Skip to get him ready to take the position of President in 2014. The
Technical Committee will continue its role of overseeing the instruction, testing,
licensing of instructors and promotions. Though I will no longer hold the title of
President, I plan on remaining active and involved for many years to come.
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This transition means that I can step back, enjoy my home, spend more time with my
family, and rest assured that the future is in place. Now, with your support, we can
continue on the positive path that has made our organization one of the best in the world.

As you may know, I have always said that the USAF should live by four principles:
freedom, friendliness, fairness, and flexibility. I have been very lucky to have so many
people help us achieve these goals for so many years, and hope that this transition will
create the strong foundation to support our principles for many years to come.

Sincerely yours,
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Yoshi Yamada
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